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WHAT HAPPENED?

After investigating the situation, the Army issued a 2,000-page US Army report in 2005 concerning the deaths of
two unarmed civilian Afghani prisoners guarded by US armed forces in 2002. American military officials in
Afghanistan initially said the deaths were from natural causes. The American commander of allied forces in
Afghanistan initially denied then that prisoners had been chained to the ceiling or that conditions at Bagram
endangered the lives of prisoners.

But after a journalistic investigation, the army acknowledged that the deaths were homicides. The prisoners had
been, in fact, chained to the ceiling and beaten, causing their deaths. Military coroners ruled that both the
prisoners' deaths were homicide. Autopsies revealed severe trauma to both prisoners' legs, describing the
trauma as comparable to being run over by a bus. Eventually, Army investigators implicated 28 soldiers and
reservists and recommended that they face criminal charges, including negligent homicide. Relatedly, part of
the command involved in this incident was moved to Abu Ghraib, where abuses would also take place.

QUESTIONS T0 DISCUSS WITH YOUR SOLDIERS...

1. You have a known terrorist in custody who has acknowledged planting a WMD in a major U.S. city, but will say
nothing further. Is it morally permissible to torture the prisoner in the hope that it will save the citizens of that city? What
if your parents lived there, would it be okay to torture the prisoner in the hope that it will save them? How would you feel
if you did not torture the prisoner and your parents, and thousands of other citizens, died in the WMD event? How would
you feel if you tortured the prisoner, yet no one was saved?

2. Consider the 2nd and 3rd order consequences of U.S. involvement with torture. How would this impact relations in
Iraq and Afghanistan? How would this impact relations in the world in general? How would this impact relations in the
us.?

3. What factors influenced the Army taking so long to discuss the issue? What could you do to change these factors?
What do you wish leaders would do to help avoid similar problems in the future? Why would addressing these problems
early have helped the Army?

4. According to Ammy doctrine and professional intelligence gathering experts, what are the risks and benefits of torturing
prisoners? How do these risks and benefits fit in with international laws, U.S. law, and military law?
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