
   

 

Situation: In past weeks, insurgents adjusted their tactics and began tossing grenades at US patrols as they passed
under bridges.  As my patrol approached, we noticed a grenade fly over the top of our HMMWV, then fall to the water
and explode.  Next, we saw a young man running away.  The turret gunner was quick to identify his target, but I told him
not to shoot; we would capture him instead.  We soon caught up with him as he ran into a house.  We detained him
without incident and demanded to speak to the elder inside the house.  The elder man explained the young man was
lazy and was using the grenades to fish.  When the grenade exploded in the water, fish would float to the top.  This
seemed like a far-fetched story, but after some of the crazy things I had seen during my time there, I believed him and
was glad I stopped my gunner from opening fire.  Moments later the local Sheik arrived and the elder man explained the
situation to the Sheik and apologized for embarrassing their tribe.  The elder continued to explain the young man’s
laziness and believed he had humiliated them in front of the Americans.  The Sheik turned and gave me permission to
kill the young man.  Shocked, I explained that was not necessary but that I wanted the grenade throwing to stop.  In the
middle of our discussion, one of my Soldiers let me know the Commander wanted us to move out to another position
without delay.  It sounded as if something more important needed our attention.   The Sheik explained to me and my
Soldiers how tremendously embarrassed he was and again offered the life of the young man.  I refused and told the
Sheik I considered the matter closed. One of my troops collected the captured grenades and we departed.  As I departed
the scene one of my Soldiers said, “Sir, you know they are going to kill that kid”. I thought, we could detain him but it is
unnecessary. We had defused the situation and surely they would not kill the kid over something as trivial as fishing.
Besides, the boss needed us further down the road.  Should I contact my commander? Should I go back and detain the
young man or should I continue the mission?
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