
   

 

Situation: I was the Team Chief of a Military Transition Team assigned to an Iraqi Army (IA) Infantry Battalion in Iraq.
One evening, I noticed two of the officers in the battalion were leaving the Forward Operating Base (FOB) with four other
Iraqi Soldiers to travel to their homes. Their homes were located in the town just across the Main Supply Route from my
FOB. They were leaving to take showers, something that was not unusual. A few minutes later, my team was preparing
to depart on a patrol with an IA platoon, when I heard what sounded like Rocket Propelled Grenade explosions and small
arms fire from the direction that the IA Officers and Soldiers were headed. Shortly thereafter I heard from the IA Battalion
headquarters that the group who had left to take showers was in contact. Since my team and a platoon of IA were ready
to depart on a patrol, we quickly left the FOB to provide assistance. It was 2225. It took about ten minutes to get to the
site, but when we did we only found bullet riddled trucks, four KIAs, and no sign of the two other Soldiers. I had my team
begin securing the area and started a search of the nearby houses (located about 50 meters from the road). The
residents claimed they did not hear anything. At this time, one of my Transition Team members reported over the radio
they had detained two suspected insurgents about 100 meters east of my position. When I arrived initially, the two
insurgents were sitting in a vehicle with the engine running observing our actions. While I was setting up security, an
element from the IA platoon detained them. At this time, two companies of my IA Battalion arrived. They dismounted
their vehicles and began weeping when they discovered their friends were killed. They noticed the detainees and began
yelling at them and asking questions. The insurgents were visibly shaken, but through my interpreter I learned they were
taunting the IA Soldiers by telling them "you're next." The situation quickly got out of control. Before I could react, two IA
Soldiers emerged from the crowd and began kicking, punching, and butt-stroking the detainees. The rest of the crowd
was yelling, screaming, and cheering the Soldiers on as they kicked and punched. I quickly assessed our situation, I had
9 US Soldiers with me, the IA Battalion commander was not on site, the highest ranking IA Soldier there was a company
commander.

Detainee abuse is a big problem in Iraq.  Not only is it illegal, but it works against the goal of legitimizing the Iraqi
government. Culturally, violence is more acceptable as the people are more accustomed to it, but these men were being
beaten badly.  Although, they taunted the Soldiers, we really had no proof that they were in fact guilty of anything.
Should I risk my Team’s safety and intervene to save the detainees; we were outmanned by about 15 to 1?
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