
   

 

Situation: The city raged with automatic rifle fires, combat aviation, and various grenades.  The coalition assault on the
mosque continued with coalition snipers on rooftops engaged in a counter-sniper fight.  Beneath me, Soldiers from my
unit continued their assault.  I had just killed the enemy sniper on a rooftop across from me who had pinned down
coalition troops and stopped them from advancing on their target, the mosque.  Immediately after killing the enemy
sniper, I scattered the other enemy forces on the rooftop with effective fire from my weapon and enabled the
pinned-down coalition troops to continue the assault.  I continued to observe the rooftop where the dead sniper lay on his
weapon, as well as monitored the movement of our troops on the ground.  During the scan, I observed the door open at
the rooftop upon which the dead sniper lay. I saw an adult within the doorway reach behind him and motion a person
forward.  I readied my weapon expecting some type of enemy movement.  As the adult moved back into the building I
saw him send a child of approximately 10 years out to retrieve the sniper weapon.  The child scrambled toward the
weapon, looked around, grabbed the weapon, and began his movement back to the rooftop door.  I tightened my finger
on the trigger of my sniper rifle as I sighted on the child moving toward the weapon.  I knew the enemy must not get that
sniper weapon into hands that would use it effectively against our Soldiers. 

Americans elevate women and children within our society.  We value them and attempt to protect them.  As I observed
the child and the actions of the adult in the stairwell I had to decide quickly on the action to take.  Do I pull the trigger
and kill this child or allow him to assist the enemy in potentially killing one of our Soldiers with the sniper weapon?

 

 

Welcome   Materials   Discussion    Search   Links

 

Samarra’s Sniper Son https://acpme.army.mil/protected/Vig3_Sam.html
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