
   

 

Situation: During Operation Iraqi Freedom II, my first tour in Iraq, I was an engineer company commander in the
Nineveh Province.  My company was administratively assigned to an infantry battalion.  The infantry battalion was in
country for more than six months when we arrived.  We had been in country for about a month when first platoon
experienced our company’s first significant enemy contact.  The patrol encountered eight armed insurgents installing a
rocket launcher "rack" on the side of a major supply route.  The Engineer Stryker Vehicles (ESVs) rolled up on the scene
so quickly that the insurgents were surprised when the lead ESV lit them up with the vehicle’s spotlight.  As the enemy
began to scatter, the ESV gunner engaged the lead insurgent wounding him in the leg.  This engagement confused and
disoriented the insurgents and the remainder were quickly surrounded and subdued.  Per standard operating procedures,
the detained men were brought to the detention facility for interrogation.  Later, once the wounded insurgent received
medical attention, he started "singing like a jaybird.”

I personally went to out-brief the battalion commander (BN CDR).  I wanted to take advantage of the opportunity to
highlight my Soldier’s accomplishment to my new boss.  Because my company was a brigade asset I had no requirement
to inform him of this incident, particularly since the engagement occurred outside of his assigned area of operations. 
However, I felt it was a good news story and wanted to highlight the accomplishment of my men to a senior officer.  The
patrol neutralized a significant roadside threat from the battlefield, took eight bad guys out of the fight, and gained
valuable intelligence from the wounded man.  After briefing the BN CDR I was shocked by his initial response.  Rather
than praising the action of my men, he questioned why all the insurgents hadn't been killed on contact.  Did he really
expect us to kill every suspected insurgent on contact regardless of their actions or our control of the situation?
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