
   

 

Situation: In May 2007, my wingman and I were on a routine patrol over Southern Baghdad in our AH-64Ds when a
dynamic re-tasking request was received over the radio.  We changed radio frequencies to contact the supported unit.
BULLDOG 07, in the vicinity of Salman Pak, identified suspected weapons traffickers moving weapons from the East
side of the Tigris River to the west via boat.  The BULLDOG element had identified three males loading packages onto
the boat with a Raven Unmanned Aerial System.  BULLDOG sent the grid to the boat, followed by clearance of fires for
us, the attack weapons team, to engage upon positive identification.  At approximately four kilometers from the grid, I
positively identified the boat with three local national males on board.  According to the rules of engagement (ROE), I
had established positive identification through communications relay with BULLDOG, and his establishment of hostile
intent transferred to me.  He again reaffirmed clearance to fire.  My front seat gunner had a positive track on the boat and
requested to “spin up” a hellfire missile for launch.  I looked through the screen in the back seat, and denied my gunner’s
request—no sense wasting a hellfire on a wooden boat.  We would press in for a gun engagement.  At approximately
one kilometer range we “actioned” the gun.  The three men looked up at us as we bore down on them with a look that I
will never forget.  They looked genuinely surprised that we shot at them and, from the looks on their faces, they
obviously feared for their lives.  But, something about their reactions and expressions made me feel that something was
not right.  I stood down the gunner.  As the Air Mission Commander, I had ultimate authority to engage the target.  Not
seeing any evidence of direct fire weapons systems, I decided we would do a low pass of the target to confirm or deny
the existence of the suspected weapons they were purportedly trafficking.  As we approached, the three men landed the
boat on the far side of the river.  They quickly moved to a vehicle and sped off.  We followed the vehicle with our optics,
noting where it stopped.  I led the flight back to the boat.  We did several low passes over it, identifying several large
burlap bags in the keel.  Around the same time, the BULLDOG platoon arrived on the West side of the river and provided
over-watch of the area.  They again cleared us for fire on the boat.  There was no chance of getting any dismounted or
mounted element across the river to investigate.  Should I shoot? 
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